Welcome to #BeeWell
We are thrilled that you are taking part in #BeeWell.
This pack includes the information you’ll need to prepare for taking part in the
#BeeWell Survey in Autumn 2021. All the information is also available on our website
and our team are on hand to answer any questions you may have.

Website: www.gmbeewell.org

Email: beewell@manchester.ac.uk
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About #BeeWell
#BeeWell is a new programme led by the University of Manchester, the Anna Freud National
Centre for Children and Families, and the Greater Manchester Combined Authority, that
combines academic expertise with youth-led change to make the wellbeing of young people
everybody’s business. Designed by young people, #BeeWell will survey the wellbeing of pupils
in secondary schools across Greater Manchester from Autumn 2021, for at least three years,
and use the results, in partnership with schools, to deliver positive change in all our
communities. With £1.2 million raised so far by #BeeWell partners, the programme will be
entirely free for schools to take part.

#BeeWell will seek to create the conditions for all our young people to thrive by:
listening to young people’s voices
acting together for change
celebrating young people’s wellbeing

Building on Greater Manchester’s Life Readiness Survey, the survey is designed to be delivered
in 20 to 30 minutes online in one class period. A central team will work closely with schools,
supporting the delivery of the survey in classrooms across the city-region each Autumn term.
To date, #BeeWell has engaged more than 140 young people from Pathfinder schools in the
design of the survey, gaining invaluable insights into what wellbeing means to young people,
what factors influence their wellbeing, and what makes them thrive. Our Questionnaire
Advisory Group of leading national experts has quality assured the outputs from young people
to ensure the survey is academically robust and rooted in evidence.
Participating schools and localities will receive free, confidential, aggregated feedback, using
our dynamic online data dashboard. This feedback will inform and complement the work that
schools are already undertaking to support the wellbeing of their pupils. The Child Outcomes
Research Consortium will also provide free, bespoke support to schools to act on this evidence.
Neighbourhood data will be published, enabling a place-based approach to young people’s
wellbeing, in which arts and cultural organisations, youth clubs, sports clubs, businesses,
charities and other actors work together to address local needs and priorities. Some 50
organisations have already confirmed their support for #BeeWell. More information on the
coalition of partners collaborating to make a step-change to young people’s wellbeing is
available here.
Our programme aligns with the local strategic plans for Greater Manchester, supporting the city
region’s integrated investment into the mental health of children and young people. It is our
ambition that our annual survey becomes embedded in the decision-making processes for
young people across Greater Manchester. #BeeWell is inspiring a national conversation about
rebalancing the national education system, so that it treats wellbeing as an outcome
complementary to academic attainment.
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Timeline
Your school
Deadline for sign up
*INDEPENDENT SCHOOLS ONLY
provide pupil lists & demographic data
to the #BeeWell Team

Distribute information and optout consent forms to parents /
carers of all pupils who will be in
Year 8 and Year 10 in 2021-22

#BeeWell Team
17th
SEPTEMBER
(end of working
day)

Provide copy of
Memorandum of Agreement and
Welcome Pack to registered
schools

SEPTEMBER
(promptly after
sign up)

NB it is essential that two weeks elapse
between information being sent to parents
and survey completion

Opt-out deadline

Make arrangements for
pupils to access the online
survey (e.g. allocating time
slots, arranging access to
appropriate equipment)

4th
OCTOBER

Receive parental opt-outs and
update pupil lists

OCTOBER

Share pupil lists and individual
passwords with schools.
Provide instructions and
support materials for
introducing the survey

ONLINE SURVEY COMPLETION
Brief pupils at least 24 hours prior
to the survey

OCTOBER /
NOVEMBER

Available to support the survey
process (e.g. technical queries
and troubleshooting)

DECEMBER

Analyse results and prepare
feedback reports

Provide activities for those not
taking part or who finish quickly
Inform the #BeeWell team of any
pupils who could not take part
SURVEY COMPLETION

Receive report via online data
dashboard

JANUARY
(by end of month)

FEBRUARY
ONWARDS

Website: www.gmbeewell.org
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Survey preparation checklist
Remember to:
Timetable completion time for all pupils
Ensure appropriate IT equipment will be available
Check that the survey site is accessible on school
devices
Share guidance materials with all staff who will be
supporting survey completion
Plan activities for those that aren’t taking part or who
finish quickly
Make preparations to support pupils with additional
needs
Brief the pupils (at least 24 hours before the survey)
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The survey
In summary:
The survey is completed online
Pupils access the survey using a unique password (provided by #BeeWell)
Before they answer the questions, pupils will read some information about the
survey and confirm that they’re happy to proceed (this is embedded in the online
survey, the content is available on the #BeeWell website)
The survey takes 20 to 30 minutes to complete
Pupils can choose not to answer any question

The questions
The #BeeWell Survey has two distinct sections that together reflect what young
people have told us matters most to them: the Domains and Drivers of Wellbeing.
1. Three Domains: (1) Meaning, Purpose and Control, (2) Understanding Yourself,
and (3) Emotions.
2. Six Drivers: (1) Health and Routines, (2) Hobbies and Entertainment, (3)
Relationships, (4) School, (5) Environment and Society, and (6) Future
The measures and items used in the survey have been identified through the
academic literature and UK cohort studies and evaluated in terms of psychometric
properties and accessibility. Pupils select a response from a scale, e.g.:

Computer / tablet version

Mobile version

Once finalised, the final set of items will be available on the #BeeWell website.
Website: www.gmbeewell.org
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Information for parents
and carers
On the following pages are the information sheet and consent form for parents
and carers. These need to be sent to the parents or carers of all pupils in Year 8
and Year 10 as soon as possible and no later than 17th September.
The information can be sent to parents and carers either electronically or as
hard-copy. If parents and carers don’t want their child to take part, they can
‘opt-out’ by returning the consent form to the #BeeWell Team.
To make it easier for you to distribute, alongside this Welcome Pack we have
provided a folder containing a stand-alone copy of the parent and carer
information sheet and consent form that follows, alongside translated versions
of the most common community languages across Greater Manchester:
English, Urdu, Arabic, Polish, Panjabi, Gujarati, Bengali. These documents are
also available on our website.
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#BeeWell Parent and Carer Information Sheet
Your child is being invited to take part in a research study.
Before you decide whether they can take part, it is important for you to understand why the
research is being conducted and what it will involve. Please take time to read the following
information carefully. If anything is unclear or if you would like more information, please
contact us (see links in page footer). Thank you for taking the time to read this.

About the research
Who will conduct the research?
Professor Neil Humphrey, Manchester Institute of Education, The University of Manchester,
is leading the study. The project is a collaboration between The University of Manchester,
Anna Freud National Centre for Children and Families, Child Outcomes Research
Consortium, Gregson Family Foundation, and Greater Manchester Combined Authority.
What is the purpose of the research?
The aim of our study, the #BeeWell programme, is to look into the wellbeing (e.g. happiness)
of young people across Greater Manchester. We also want to know what influences their
wellbeing (e.g. relationships, physical activity).
Who is being asked to take part?
Your child’s school has signed up to the #BeeWell programme, in which pupils complete an
online survey once a year, as follows:

Year 8
Year 9
Year 10

2021-22
Survey
No survey
Survey

2022-23
No survey
Survey
Survey

2023-24
No survey
No survey
Survey

Will the research be published?
We will publish our findings in journals, blogs, conference presentations, doctoral student
theses, and summary reports on websites and social media. Participating schools, Local
Authorities, and the Greater Manchester Combined Authority will receive summary
feedback reports. The project dataset will also be made publicly available. This will mean that
other researchers can use the data to answer their own questions about young people’s
wellbeing. In all of the above, your child’s responses will be completely anonymous.
Disclosure and Barring Service (DBS) Check
Members of the research team have each had DBS checks at the Enhanced Disclosure level.
Who has reviewed the research project?
The project has been reviewed and approved by The University of Manchester Research
Ethics Committee (Ref: 2021-11133-18179).
Who is funding the research?
The project is funded by The University of Manchester, Paul Hamlyn Foundation, The
Gregson Family Foundation, The Holroyd Foundation, The National Lottery Community
Fund, The Oglesby Charitable Trust, and The Peter Cundill Foundation.
Website: www.gmbeewell.org
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What would my child’s involvement be?
Your child will be asked to complete a survey, which will take them 20-30 minutes. This will
be done online at school. If your child is in Year 8 in 2021-22, they will repeat the survey once
a year for three years. Otherwise, they will only complete it once.
There are no significant risks or disadvantages to taking part in the survey. However, we will
let your child know about a range of sources of support that they can seek out if any of the
questions make them feel sad, worried or upset (e.g. parent/carer, Childline, member of
school staff). There is no guaranteed benefit in taking part, but completing wellbeing surveys
can help some young people to reflect on their lives.
Will I or my child be compensated (e.g. receive money or vouchers) for taking part?
There is no compensation available for participating.
What happens if I do not want my child to take part or if I change my mind?
It is up to you to decide if you want your child to take part or not. If you give permission, your
child will also be asked if they want to take part. You can both back out at any time, without
giving a reason. If after your child has taken part, you decide that you want us to remove their
survey answers, you can contact us to delete the record. However, it will not be possible to
remove your child’s data once it has been anonymised as we will not be able to identify their
specific data. This does not affect your data protection rights. If you decide that you do not
want your child to take part, please complete the short ‘opt-out’ form at the end of this sheet
and return it to us using the FREEPOST address by the specified date. If you prefer, you can
telephone or email us using the information provided on the opt-out form.

Data protection and confidentiality
What information will you collect about my child?
For your child to participate in this survey we need to collect information that could identify
them, called “personal identifiable information”. We will need to collect:
Forename, surname
Ethnicity
Unique pupil number
Free school meal eligibility
Year group
Sex
Special educational needs
English as an additional language
This information will be provided by your child’s school or local authority.
We will also be collecting information about your child’s wellbeing, and the factors that
influence their wellbeing. This includes questions about:
Autonomy, life satisfaction, optimism and life readiness
Psychological wellbeing, self-esteem, stress, coping, and emotion regulation
Positive and negative emotions
Health and routines, hobbies and entertainment, school, environment and society,
relationships, and the future
Gender identity and sexuality
Residential postcode (so that we can see how responses vary across different
neighbourhoods in Greater Manchester).
Website: www.gmbeewell.org
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We will link the information provided by your child’s school or Local Authority to their survey
answers. We will link their residential postcode to public information about the local area (for
example, whether there is access to parks and other green spaces). In the future, we plan to
link our project data to other information held about your child, for example, their education
record in the National Pupil Database, or their employment and earnings information in the
Longitudinal Educational Outcomes database.
Under what legal basis are you collecting this information?
We are collecting and storing personal identifiable information in accordance with UK data
protection law. This states that we must have a legal basis (specific reason) for collecting
your data. For this study, the specific reason is that it is “a public interest task” and “a
process necessary for research purposes”.
What are my rights in relation to the information you will collect about my child?
You have rights under data protection law with reference to your personal information. For
example, you can request a copy of the information we hold about your child. If you would
like to know more about your different rights or the way we use your personal information,
please consult our Privacy Notice for Research.
Will my child’s participation in the survey be confidential? Will their personal identifiable
information be protected?
In accordance with data protection law, The University of Manchester is the Data Controller
for this project. This means that we are responsible for making sure your personal
information is kept secure, confidential and used only in the way you have been told it will be
used. All researchers are trained, and your data will be looked after in the following ways:
All information will be treated strictly confidentially. Only named members of the
research team (all based in Manchester) will access the identifiable data*.
After the research team has used identifying information to link data in the ways
described above, the dataset will be made anonymous.
All survey data will be stored on a secure, encrypted and password-protected server
which only named members of the research team can access.
All data will be processed in accordance with the General Data Protection Regulation
(GDPR) law.
If you agree for your child to take part in this study and with your informed consent, the
non-identifiable survey data provided by your child will be shared with other researchers
and agencies. This is in order to support additional research in accordance with The
University of Manchester’s Research Privacy Notice (as above). As already noted, this
information will be completely anonymous.
* Please also note that individuals from The University of Manchester or other authorities may
need to look at the data collected for this study to make sure the project is being carried out
as planned. This may involve looking at identifiable data. All individuals involved in monitoring
the study will have a strict duty of confidentiality to you/your child as a participant.
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What if I have a complaint?
If you have a complaint to direct to members of the research team, please contact:
Professor Neil Humphrey
Ellen Wilkinson Building, Manchester Institute of Education, The University of Manchester,
Oxford Road, Manchester M13 9PL
Email: neil.humphrey@manchester.ac.uk
Telephone: 0161 275 3404
If you want to make a formal complaint to someone outside of the research team or if you
are not satisfied with the response you have gained from the researchers in the first
instance, then please contact:
The Research Ethics Manager, Research Office, Christie Building, The University of
Manchester, Oxford Road, Manchester, M13 9PL
Email: research.complaints@manchester.ac.uk
Telephone: 0161 306 8089
If you wish to contact us about your data protection rights, please email:
dataprotection@manchester.ac.uk or write to The Information Governance Office, Christie
Building, The University of Manchester, Oxford Road, M13 9PL and we will guide you through
the process of carrying out your rights.
You also have a right to complain to the Information Commissioner’s Office about
complaints relating to your child’s personal identifiable information:
Online: https://ico.org.uk/make-a-complaint/
Telephone: 0303 123 1113
Further information
If you have any questions you can email us at beewell@manchester.ac.uk or call us on
0161 275 3415.

Thank you for taking the time to read this information sheet.

Agreeing for your child to be part of this research
We hope you will allow your child to take part in this research.
In consenting on their behalf, you are agreeing for your child to participate in the
#BeeWell survey, for their survey data to be linked to background information about
them, and for future linkage of their data to other information held about them (outlined
above in ‘data protection and confidentiality’).
If you do not give your consent, you need to return the form below as soon as possible,
and no later than 4th October 2021.
Choosing not to take part will not disadvantage you or your child in any way.
It will be made clear to all children that it is up to them if they take part. They will also be
reminded that they can skip questions if they don’t want to answer them.
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You only need to complete and return this slip if you do not wish your child to take part.
Please either scan this form in and email to lawrence.wo@manchester.ac.uk (or ring
0161 275 3415), or post back to the following address:

FREEPOST RLYU-KAAB-AXRC
Lawrence Wo
Manchester Institute of Education
B4.10 Ellen Wilkinson Building
University of Manchester
Oxford Road
Manchester
M13 9PL
You do not need to include a stamp.
If you are happy for your child to take part, then you do not need to do anything.

Dear Lawrence,
I wish to withdraw my child from taking part in the #BeeWell Study.

Child’s name:
Child’s school:
Child’s year group (e.g. 8, 9, 10):
Parent/carer’s name:
Parent/carer’s signature:

Date:

Please return by 4th October 2021.

Website: www.gmbeewell.org
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Your school report
Your interactive school report will be available by the end of January 2022. The report
aggregates your pupils’ responses, i.e. you won’t be able to see how individual pupils
responded. You will be able to view data in different ways, for example by gender and
eligibility for free school meals. The report also provides comparisons with other
schools involved in the project (though these will not be identifiable in the report). As
the project progresses, you will also be able to see changes over time.
Below are some examples of charts from similar reports that have been produced by
the #BeeWell Team.
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Most frequently asked questions
Completing the survey
How do the pupils complete the survey?
The survey is completed online in school. The survey should take 20 to 30 minutes to
complete. We recommend reserving one lesson.
How do I explain the survey to my pupils?
Schools will receive documentation with a standardised set of instructions for explaining the
survey to pupils (including PowerPoint slides and a link to a brief explanatory video) in
September/October 2021, ahead of the first survey window.
Is it okay for staff to help and support pupils while they are completing the survey, in
particular with regard to EAL children or those with a lower reading age/understanding?
Yes. We will provide a set of standardised instructions for school staff with recommendations
for how pupils who require additional support can participate fully.
Do pupils have to take part?
No, parents and carers can opt out of the survey using the forms provided. Each pupil also has
the option to opt out at the start of the survey. Pupils can also choose not to answer any of the
questions.
Has any provision been made for supporting children should they be adversely affected by
having to consider these questions?
A distress protocol is provided to the school staff who are facilitating the completion of the
survey. In addition, the surveys will signpost pupils towards sources of support they can seek
out (such as parents or carers, school staff, Childline) if they feel adversely affected.
Are paper copies of the pupil survey available?
No. The survey is only available via our secure, online survey platform (powered by Qualtrics).
The scale of #BeeWell (tens of thousands of pupil surveys) makes paper surveys impractical in
terms of cost and environmental considerations.
What is the staff commitment needed for completing the survey & engaging in the project?
Each participating school needs a nominated #BeeWell Lead who will act as our primary point
of contact and be responsible for co-ordinating project participation.

About the results
Who has access to the data that pupils provide?
A research team based at the University of Manchester will have access to identifiable
participant-level data. Members of the research team have been trained in Information
Security and Data Governance. The data dashboard system available to schools and Local
Authorities will use aggregated data that will not allow identification of individual pupils’ data.
Is the research GDPR compliant?
Yes. Please read our GDPR notice here which outlines the data we will hold, the legal basis for
processing these data, how data will be stored and shared, and the rights of data subjects.
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Most frequently asked questions
Do teachers / the school get information from the measures for individual pupils, or for the
population, or both?
Schools can access data at a population-level (and various strata of their pupil population –
for example, boys and girls, and different year groups) through our online data dashboard.
The aggregated information on the dashboard will not let teachers or schools identify
individual pupils’ responses. All outputs in the dashboard represent at least 10 pupils.
If the survey flagged that a child was having mental health or wellbeing difficulties, how
does this link to support for young people?
The #BeeWell Survey is not intended to be used as a screening tool to identify individuals in
need of support, and indeed, schools will not receive feedback about individual pupils. As a
result, individual survey scores will not be used as a basis for determining support for young
people. Rather, #BeeWell uses aggregated data to flag areas of strength and difficulty
across the pupils population (and subgroups, such as those eligible for free school meals).
Who will see the results for my school?
Only your school will receive access to your school’s aggregated results. The responses
from all pupils will be collected together, analysed and shared. Your school’s results will be
included in this data but staff in other schools will not be able to identify your school or any
individual pupils within the data.
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Meet the team
The #BeeWell Team are here to help.
We can all be contacted at beewell@manchester.ac.uk.
Prof Neil Humphrey

Lawrence Wo

Professor of
Psychology of Education
The University of
Manchester

Research Associate
School of Environment,
Education & Development
The University of
Manchester

Martha Reilly

Nick Tait

Project & Membership
Officer
Child Outcomes Research
Consortium

Programme Manager
Child Outcomes Research
Consortium

Carla Mason

Devi Khanna

Research Assistant
School of Environment,
Education & Development
The University of
Manchester

Research Assistant
School of Environment,
Education & Development
The University of Manchester

Megan Cutts
Research Assistant
School of Environment,
Education & Development
The University of
Manchester
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Funders and Partners
#BeeWell is funded by contributions from our supporters.
Our founding partners:
The University of Manchester
The Anna Freud National Centre for Children and Families
Child Outcomes Research Consortium
Gregson Family Foundation
Greater Manchester Combined Authority.
Supported by five further funders:
Paul Hamlyn Foundation, The Holroyd Foundation, The National Lottery
Community Fund, The Oglesby Charitable Trust and The Peter Cundill
Foundation.
Our partners include:
Barnado’s, BeeHeard Mental Health, Bright Futures Educational Trust, City in
the Community, FirstGive, Greater Manchester Health and Social Care
Partnership, Greater Manchester Youth Combined Authority, GreaterSport
Hubbub, Manchester United Foundation, Place2Be, Power2, Sported
Foundation, Teach First, The Children’s Society, The Difference, The Prince’s
Trust, The Tutor Trust, ukactive, Young Manchester, Youth Alliance GM,
Youth Focus North West, Youth Sport Trust, North West Business Leadership
Team, Northern Powerhouse Partnership, Timpson Group, Education Policy
Institute, Institute for Fiscal Studies, Institute for Health Equity at UCL,
Policy@Manchester, Pro Bono Economics, What Works Centre for Wellbeing.
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